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 Pulling into the long 
driveway, Jazmin is playing 
with her dogs while her mom, 
Veronica, is gathering more 
Christmas decorations around 
the house.
 Walking into the house, 
the first sight is the 12-foot 
Christmas tree with a Christmas 
village sitting on a table behind 
the couch. There’s about 10-15 
bins that were full of Christmas 
village figurines and shops. It’s 
November 2nd, but the Hurley 
family has had their Christmas 
decorations up for a couple of 
weeks now. 
 On October 26th, Veron-
ica Hurley had to have carpal 
tunnel surgery which means she 
could do no heavy lifting for four 
weeks. The family started deco-
rating three days before she went 
into surgery.
…
 Veronica Hurley’s favorite 
holiday is Christmas, and there 
was no way she would miss out on 
decorating. When she was little, 
her family struggled so now she 
wants to recreate the Christmas 
traditions you see on TV for her 
family. She said, “Christmas is 
about family, quality time, and 
doing things for other people.”
 Since the Hurley’s live in a 
gated community, they don’t dec-
orate outside because no one will 
see it. Mrs. Hurley still has many 
memorable decorations in the few 

rooms she does decorate. She has 
a big Santa Claus figurine that she 
has owned since 1997 and giant 
toy soldiers since 2001.  
 Veronica has a strong love 
for all things Disney. All of the 
ornaments on her tree have to be 
Disney themed. Each year, her kids 
pick a Disney themed ornament 
that goes on the tree. They even 
have a Christmas village based off 
of Disneyworld during the holiday 
season. One of the shops in the 
Christmas village has pins in the 
window, based off of the pin-trad-
ing at Disney. 
…
 The Hurley’s also have an 
Elf on the Shelf that wears a som-

brero, and they give him a Hispan-
ic name every year to echo Veroni-
ca’s heritage. Now that the kids are 
older, Veronica tells them “if you 
don’t believe, you don’t receive,” 
which means to go along with the 
Elf on the Shelf if they want gifts.  
 Late Christmas Eve, milk 
or some sort of drink is left out and 
gluten-free cookies, because Mrs. 
Hurley has a gluten allergy. 
 Even though Veronica 
Hurley had to go through surgery, 
she was not going to let it stop her 
from giving her family an enjoy-
able holiday season.  
  Even if that means deco-
rating two months before Christ-
mas.
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Carpal Tunnel Christmas
Chloe St. John

  It was Monday at 1:45, time for Ten-
nessee High School junior, Lydia Sharrow to 
pack up and leave for the bus.  
 Gavin Cross, the class peer tutor, 
helped her gather her belongings. Cross told 
her it was time to go and that she needed her 
back-pack before heading towards the bus. In 
response, Lydia told Cross a “knock-knock 
joke”.  

Lydia- Knock-Knock. 

Cross- Who’s there? 

Lydia- Back-pack! 

Cross- Back-pack who? 

Lydia- BOO! 

Cross- AHH!

 The joke is a variation of her 
all-time-favorite “knock-knock” joke that 
deals with an apple. 
 Lydia enjoys turning situations into 
jokes themselves to brighten someone’s day. It 
seems that she connects with others and com-
municates with them through jokes. Lydia was 
born with cerebral palsy and is also visually 
impaired, causing her to only see colors and 
loose shapes. This disability may not let her 
connect with others in some ways, but Lydia’s 
jokes create a bond between her and others.  
 Lydia’s day starts out like all of high 
school students, at 7:30. She starts with gym, 
transitions into calendar-time, shifts to differ-
ent academic centers depending on the day of 
the week, changes to lunch, and finally ends 
the day by cleaning up and leaving at 1:45.  

 In her free time, Lydia is involved in 
the Firecracker Squad, Civinettes, and Viking 
Buddies.  

 Whether she is exercising in gym, 
eating lunch, or performing with the Firecrak-
er Squad, she can make any situation exciting. 
Lydia’s jokes have forever made her famous in 
the eyes of the students and teachers at Ten-
nessee High.  

 

Lydia brightens Tennessee High School with knock knock jokes
Ivy Foran & Nicholas Johnson
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 Wrestling season                         
 coming soon
  Zane Estes
 With the state tourno-
ment just two months away, 
wrestling season is in full 
swing. Many wrestlers have 
returned to compete this year. 
Along with freshmen wres-
tlers, many top tier seniors 
will be returning. Dillon 
Pendley, Logan Ferguson, 
Gavin Hurley and state 
champ Dominic Fields have 
all returned as seniors. “We 
have some strong returning 
wrestlers this year, but we’re 
also really excited about the 
new guys putting in work,” 
Dillon said. “They’ll definite-
ly be putting points on the 
board for us,” he added. The 
wrestling team’s schedule is 
available online. Be sure to 
come out and support this 
season. 
 Bristol Motor             
 Speedway goes up  
 in lights
 Nicholas Johnson
 For the twenty-second 
year in a row, Bristol Motor 
Speedway is decorating the 
racetrack in lights. The hol-
iday event is currently open 
and running until January 
6. In the center of the track, 
visitors can find games, food, 
rides, and fun for the entire 
family. The cost of entry is 
fifteen dollars per car Sunday 
through Thursday and twen-
ty dollars per car Friday and 
Saturday. Guests must enter at 
the Bristol Dragway entrance. 
Proceeds from the event 
benefit the Bristol chapter of 
Speedway Children’s Chari-
ties. Over the years, the chari-
ty has raised close to fourteen 
million dollars in Bristol. 

 Theatre Bristol’s  
 “The Best Christ-
 mas Pagent Ever”  
 Grace Johnson

 Theatre Bristol will be 
performing “The Best Christ-
mas Pageant Ever” this holi-
day season. Performances run 
through December 16th. Tick-

ets are $10 for children and 
seniors. For adults, tickets are 
$12. Tickets can be purchased 
online at the Theatre Bristol 
website.  
“The Best Christmas Pageant 
Ever” is a play based on the 
best-selling novel written by 
Barbara Robinson. The cast 
includes thirty-eight local 
actors, director Steve Baskett, 
stage manager Brittany Wal-
lace, assistant manager Mar-
ley Hillman, and producer 
Samantha Gray. 
Theatre Bristol has also al-
ready announced their 2019 
show season. They plan to 
perform “The Wizard of Oz,” 
“Into The Woods,” “Miracle 
on 34th Street,” and more! 

Bristol Ballet per-
 forms at the Para-
 mount 
 Chloe St.John 
 On December 7 at 7:30 
p.m. and December 8 at 12 
p.m. and 5:30 p.m., the Bris-
tol Ballet performed “The 
Nutcracker” at the Paramount 
Center for the Arts in Bristol.  
 Olivia Millwood has 
been performing with the 
Bristol Ballet for about ten 
years. This year, she danced 
as the Snow Demi-soloist, 
Spanish corps, and flower 
corps. 
 “Nutcracker is about 
a young girl named Clara 
who is gifted a nutcracker by 
her uncle Drosselmeyer. She 
ends up going a big adventure 
through the land of snow-
flakes and then the land of 
sweets,” Millwood said. 
THS hosts first All-
 East sendoff
 Gibson Bartlett
  On Thursday, 
November 15, Tennessee 
High School had its first 
ever All-East Honor choir 
send-off. All-East is an au-
dition-only choir for the top 
singers in East Tennessee. 
Thirteen students from THS 
attended; students auditioned 
for All-East back in Septem-
ber. The vocalists then had to 
learn five pieces of music to 

be performed on November 
17 at Maryville College.  
 This year was the first 
time THS ever hosted a send-
off for All-East.  At 12:37 
p.m. on the choir’s departure 
day, students and staff lined 
the main hallway to wish the 
singers good luck. 
 Tennessee High junior 
Allie Frye said, “It’s really 
cool choir is getting the rec-
ognition it deserves!” 
 Gibson Bartlett, Allie 
Frye, and Noah Keith will 
perform in the Tennessee All-
State Honor Choir next April.
 
Arby’s Classic 
 brings a slam-   
 dunk to Bristol
 Railey Marshall
 The 36th annual Arby’s 
Classic basketball tourna-
ment will be held at Viking 
Hall on December 26-31. No 
game is scheduled for Sun-
day, December 30. The Ar-
by’s Classic does more than 
just bring entertainment to 
our community. “The Arby’s 
Classic is a great event that 
brings a tremendous amount 
of talent to our area and also 
makes a huge financial impact 
of about 3.5 million dollars 
on our local economy,” Ten-
nessee High athletic director 
Barry Wade said. Tickets are 
sold for $10 per session, or 
$50 for all games. 

Bassett races for 
Queen of  Hearts 
Kendra Brent
 Alie Bassett, a junior at 
Tennessee High, is campaign-
ing for the American Heart 
Association’s longest running 
event, the Queen of Hearts. 
The event was started in 1964 
and was grown into national 
recognition. Several young 
ladies around the region will 
be raising money in order for 
the American Heart Associ-
ation to continue  educating.
community on cardiovascular 
diseases and problems as well 
as research.     
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 On Saturday, November 3rd, after the national anthem 
had been sang at the Emory & Henry swim meet, Nicole 
Hughes stood at the front of the pool to speak. After her 
heart-wrenching speech, she was given a memorial plaque 
with a photograph of her son, Levi Hughes. After she was 
told that the plaque would be hung in the pool, in honor of 
Levi, she began tearing up.  
 On June 11th, 2018 Levi left this world at age three. 
Their family and other friends, a total of 12 adults and 17 
children, were enjoying an annual vacation. Levi slipped 
away from his parents for just one moment and drowned in 
their beach house’s pool. In the blink of an eye, he had es-
caped through a heavy door and a latched gate.  
Now, Levi’s mom, Nicole Hughes, celebrates his life through 
an organization called Levi’s Legacy.  
 Emory & Henry’s swim coach, Cody Skinner, reached 
out to Nicole months before their season had even started. 
He wanted to dedicate their swim season to Levi and help 
spread water safety awareness and show community support.  
Nicole Hughes said, “Bad things do happen, but there is still 
always good. Emory & Henry has been such an example of 
the good that exists even in the darkness.” Emory & Henry 
expects to have another swim meet for Levi next year.  
At the swim meet, Levi’s Legacy and the Emory & Henry 

swim team came together. Shirts were handed out with the 
Emory & Henry logo printed, and below the logo also read, 
“Swim for Levi.” Along with shirts, each swimmer had a 
swim cap reading the same phrase. Nicole Hughes is very 
grateful and humbled for all the people who came together to 
support her cause.  
 Looking towards the future, Nicole hopes to spread 
water safety awareness to not just young children, but teen-
agers too. One of the leading causes of death for teenagers, 
along with toddlers, is drowning.  Currently, Levi’s Legacy 
and the Emory & Henry swim team plan to hold a few water 
safety classes and will be continuously working to expand 
their cause.

  It was a busy Friday night at 
Bristol Skateway, with Michael Jack-
son’s “PYT” booming through the 
speakers and laughter from sweaty red 
faces filling the rink. The older skaters 
seemed to sit off to the side to watch 
the kids rolling in every direction. The 
joyous spirit of the skate rink created 
a nostalgic atmosphere that brightened 
every smile. Bristol Skateway, now 
being open for a little over a month, 
has quickly returned to being Bristol’s 
hotspot for kids and teens. 
 After this new renovation, the 
skating rink has become a safe and fam-
ily friendly environment for all ages. 
This is exactly what Miss Debbie, the 
new owner of Bristol Skateway, wanted 
for the future of Bristol’s youth. “This 
is our insanity,” she said. The skate rink 
is more than just a fun, healthy, and safe 
activity that everyone can enjoy. “We 

need to socialize, get off our phones,” 
said Miss Debbie.  
 Miss Debbie found an interest 
in skating in a fascinating way. Her 
parents were avid skaters in the 50s 
and 60s, but she didn’t particularly 
like it in the way her parents did. One 
night, when she was 13, after having 
her wisdom teeth removed, her parents 
wanted her to come watch them skate. 
She didn’t want to upset them. When 
she went to watch them skate, she saw 
young ladies that not only skated, but 
dressed beautifully and danced grace-
fully. She knew she wanted to learn 
how to be like them from that night on.  
 Now Miss Debbie advances her 
way through the skating industry by 
buying her own roller-skating rink! Last 
spring she saved the Skate Inn building 
when she bought it from the previous 
owner. “All this building needed was 

love,” Debbie expressed. And that’s 
exactly what she did. She and Gary, her 
husband, helped bring joy and happi-
ness to the families of Bristol.  
 With the help of previous Skate 
Inn regulars, Josh and Zeb, she was 
able to bring the Skateway back to the 
clean and happy environment that it 
once was. Now Josh and Zeb are more 
than just regulars to Skateway, but fam-
ily. 
 Although their main goal is to 
make the skaters happy, Gary plays “On 
the Way to Cape May” by Al Alberts 
for Miss Debbie every once in a while 
because it’s her favorite song to skate to 
and it reminds her of old memories with 
her husband. Together, they revived 
the nostalgic and positive spirit that the 
Skate Inn once brought to the city of 
Bristol.

Bristol Skateway 
Lindsey Slagle & Emilyn Belcher

Food truck brings curbside spice to Bristol!
Kendra Brent
 Are you looking for some fun, 
fresh food? Look out for the newest 
food truck, KB’z Kitchen! For the past 
two and a half years, Brian Knicker-
bocker has been putting his chef skills 
to the test with his food truck KB’z 
Kitchen. KB’z Kitchen serves things 
ranging from grilled sandwiches to que-
sadillas to homemade nachos. Although 
the food may seem very mediocre and 

popular food, it is far from it!
 Dishes like the Spicy Kicken 
Chicken Quesadilla offers a sweet and 
spicy take on quesadillas. Made with 
caramelized onions, grilled jalapenos 
and pineapple, topped with pineapple 
siracha marmalade sauce and provolone 
cheese, this kicking quesadilla is sure 
to leave your mouth on fire! Another fa-
vorite is the BBQ Chicken and Grilled 

Pineapple loaded nachos. The nacho 
chips are actually made from scratch!
 KB’z Kitchen has been limited to 
the Southwest Virginia area, catering at 
different places, including Rhythm and 
Roots a few years ago! So next time 
your hankering for a good meal from 
a food truck, stop by KB’z Kitchen or 
check out their Facebook or Instagram!

Emory & Henry swims for Levi
Railey Marshall & Grace Johnson 
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 Jaws drop and eyes widen as, 
Sarah Chen, fourteen at the time, sings 
“Hear My Cry, O God,” in the annual 
Tennessee High School talent show. In 
a navy top and white skirt, she stands 
with confidence as she beautifully 
spills out the lyrics. Time and effort has 
been put in, preparing for this moment. 
When she finishes her performance, she 
graciously curtsies. The audience goes 
crazy, standing, clapping, hollering, 
and whistling. Sarah Chen accepts first 
place and becomes known as the girl 
with an extraordinary talent.
 Fast forward, almost two years 
later, Sarah, a junior in high school, 
continues to sing opera while, also 
playing the flute in the band, playing 
the keyboard at home, and singing in 
the choir. Though this may seem like a 
heavy load to an average kid, she still 
keeps a 4.0 grade point average. When 

asked about how she balances school 
and extra-curricular activities, she said, 
“I’m forced to give up other things 
that I love or want to do, but I am still 
learning how to effectively manage my 
time.”   
 Sarah was inspired to sing opera 
by her mom, Julia Chen, at only age 
twelve.  She started taking voice les-
sons intermittently, which added up to 
about a year of voice training. While 
taking lessons, she continued to prac-
tice at home, and, when she entered 
middle school, she started singing in 
the school choir. 
 Before a big performance or 
audition, Sarah follows a specific set 
of rituals. She said, “Normally, I try 
to drink a lot of water throughout the 
week leading up to the performance. 
On performance day, I do not drink as 
much water, and if my throat is dry, 

I gargle warm salt water or suck on 
a cough drop.” Keeping these rituals 
“helps to make for a better perfor-
mance!” 
 Sarah encourages anyone who 
wants to learn opera to go for it. She 
said, “Ideally you want to start with 
serious voice lessons until you have a 
voice change. Before the voice change, 
you can learn breath control, pronun-
ciation, and music theory. I also highly 
recommend taking piano lessons be-
cause they help you to sight-read and 
practice music.” In the future, Sarah is 
planning to continue her music career 
singing opera. She is undecided on 
where she wants to attend college but 
is certain that it must have a choir and 
band!

 Haley Terrell is the newest 
mandolin player for THS’s own Slim 
Pickens’ bluegrass band. You may have 
glanced twice thinking “Alexis Terrell 
graduated already,” but despite her 
striking resemblance to her sister, Haley 
Terrell is one of three freshmen mem-
bers of Slim Pickens. 
 Haley had never played a mu-
sical instrument before joining Slim 
Pickens. She had seen her sister per-
form and felt a responsibility to pick up 
an instrument. Although Haley was not 
a veteran instrumentalist, she loved to 
sing; she had been singing in choir for 
the past three years. 
… 
 Friday, October 26 was the 
combined Slim Pickens and Side Note 
contemporary concert. This would be 
Haley’s first public school performance 
with Slim Pickens (other than a few 
gigs as the opening act). Tonight, Slim 
Pickens would be the main attraction. 
Haley was anxious in the days leading 
up to the concert. After all, her recent-
ly graduated sister, Alexis, would be 

observing from the audience. 
 Before seeing the group she had 
left just months prior, Alexis was filled 
with excitement. “I’ve heard some re-
cordings of the group playing, and they 
sounded really well!” Alexis remarked. 
“I know my first year [of Slim Pickens] 
was rough, but I’m excited for Haley!” 
 At 6:58 p.m., the lights of the 
Frank Winston auditorium suddenly 
dimmed, showing six music stands, 
six instruments, and six performers 
shining in the limelight. Sitting in the 
front row, appeared former Side Note 
member Sara Burrell, former Side Note 
and Slim Pickens member Kiara Taylor, 
and big sister to the Mandolin player on 
stage, Alexis Terrell.  
 
 The band played through the first 
songs of their set list. 
 
 As the band closed out “Un-
clouded Day,” they  moved to 
Haley’s lead song: “Wildwood”. Haley 
would be singing solo for this song. 
The banjo player turned his shoulder 

toward the audience to tune the string 
of his instrument. Pluck. He nods to a 
guitar player, and all at once the band 
begins with Haley singing strong. The 
audience tapped their feet, and some 
even hummed along to this iconic Slim 
Pickens selection. This song had been 
performed by Alexis just last year, but 
now Haley was strumming and singing 
through the piece. The band played out 
the last chords of the song, and Haley 
finished her solo. An eruption of ap-
plause came from the auditorium (most 
of it from the front row). 
… 
 As the band finished their last 
song, the audience’s applause echoed 
through the dim auditorium. Haley 
quickly put away her mandolin back-
stage to take a seat next to her sister, 
Alexis. Alexis said she felt feelings of 
pride and nostalgia. Haley summarized 
her feelings in one word: relief.  
 Haley had seen her sister on the 
stage for some time, but now she knew 
how it felt to be a star. 

Singing Sisters of Slim Pickens 
Gibson Bartlett

An Opera Star We Didn’t See Coming
Gracie Brooks

Maroon is all
  That matters!



  Last year, Kim Kirk presented 
yet another idea for the ever improving 
Tennessee High School. She wanted 
Courtney Anderson, one of the special 
education teachers, to get her students 
involved in the Firecracker Squad, a 
group of students that would perform at 
basketball halftime shows alongside the 
cheerleaders.  
●   ●   ● 
  Seven years ago, Anderson stood 
in Viking Hall on the back line of the 
volleyball court. She was a senior, 
standing along her teammates for one 
of the last times. However, not only 
were other players lined up with her 

waiting for their names to be called out, 
but so were the special education stu-
dents.  
  The special athletes ran alongside 
the volleyball players as the shook the 
refs’ and the opposite coaches’ hands. 
As the game began, the students put on 
their newly gotten t-shirt and cheered 
on the players from behind the bench 
the entire night. 
 This would be a night that would 
influence the rest of Anderson’s life. 
●   ●   ●   
  “I wish you could see how excit-
ed those kids were,” Anderson chokes 
through teary eyes. “But the thing of it 

is, at the end of the game, parents came 
down to you and thanked you for letting 
their kid be a part of something. I want-
ed to be the person that [got these kids 
involved] for the rest of my life.” 
  After graduating from East Ten-
nessee State University, Anderson came 
back to her Alma Mater and became a 
special education teacher. She spends 
her current days working with the 
cheerleaders and their coach on cheers 
and routines, not to mention her nor-
mal duties. Needless to say, Tennessee 
High’s athletics will no doubt have the 
Firecrackers to pump them up!
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 It is a brisk Monday evening on 
Piedmont Avenue in the town of Bris-
tol. As we start to approach the lively 
and busy center of State Street, we hear 
the sound of music that is associated 
so frequently with the Quaker Steak 
restaurant on State Street. We noticed 
a few people out in the weather, but a 
sizeable crowd in comparison had gath-
ered inside Blackbird Bakery. We de-
cided to walk in, and, instantaneously, 
the smell of baked goods ranging from 
pink almond cake to strawberry pastries 
filled our sense of smell. The bakery’s 
smell was not the only thing noticed. 
Almost as soon as our olfactory sense 
had simmered to a more manageable 
level, the 
prevalent sound of a small jazz band 
playing Bob Dylan’s “You Ain’t Going 
Nowhere” started to emerge. This was 

when both of us realized that the music 
we heard was not coming from 
Quaker Steak: it was actually coming 
from Blackbird. 
  The symphony of string instru-
ments combined with the perfect com-
plementing voice radiated positivity 
inside the bakery. They interacted with 
the crowd after almost every song, and 
it was obvious that they were having 
fun. At one point, the singer started 
to dance, and after that song, we ap-
proached him and asked him if we 
could interview him. 
  Mr. Broyles, the singer of the 
band, is actually a substitute teacher for 
Tennessee High School. Although he 
leads a dual career, Broyles did admit 
that singing is his true passion. 
Broyles stated that the band had been 
together since 2006 and had around 12 

members; however, not all members 
were present tonight. Broyles seemed to 
have a strong passion for Bristol, 
stating that he grew up here. Broyles 
left to live in Ohio, but he “absolutely” 
had to come back to his small home-
town. 
 After sharing his background, 
Broyles started to get comfortable and 
informed us that he had Parkinson’s 
disease. Due to the disease, Broyles had 
to have his entire spine fused. Although 
this somewhat limits his movement, 
Broyles still brings his performance to 
life with his impeccable signing ability 
and dance moves. He said that he wish-
es to be an inspiration to all 
that you can achieve whatever you set 
your mind to.

THS sub moonlights as lead vocalist
David Roberts & Zane Estes

Firecracker Squad steals the floor
Kendra Brent 

21 Reasons to Watch the Office
Noah Osborne
  Looking for a great way to spend 
your Christmas break? Well, binging on 
“The Office” is the best way to do it.
  
 1. Accessible humor 

 2. The documentation of everyday life 
 
 3. “That’s what she said” jokes 

 4. Stanley 

 5. Treatment of stereotypes  

 6. Shorter episodes  

 7. Love stories  

 8.Dwight’s life in general 

 9. Jim’s sarcasm  

10. Pam’s wholesomeness  

11. Toby’s lackadaisical approach  

12. Michael’s lovable ignorance  

13. Creed’s craziness  

14. The mind of Kevin  

15. Oscar’s intelligence  
 
16. Andy’s  playfulness  

17. Seasons Three and Four 
 
18. Bears  

19. Beets  

20. Battle Star Galactica  

21. No matter who you are, you can 
identify with one of the many charac-
ters
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It’s time to give up 
dumb challenges 

“challenge” 
Gracie Brooks

 Hopefully, you don’t 
have to be an adult to know 
that swallowing a spoon full 
of cinnamon or jumping out of 
a moving car while dancing is 
not a safe or smart idea… or 
do you? If you’re under the age 
of eighteen, or maybe older, 
you’ve probably heard, seen, or 
even participated in so called, 
“challenges” that usually go 
viral on social media. In the 
past, there have been challenges 
like the “Cinnamon Challenge” 
where you try to swallow a 
spoonful of cinnamon and the 
“Salt Ice Challenge” where a 
group of people put salt in their 
hands with ice cubes and then 
close their fists. The partici-
pant, who holds the mixture the 
longest, wins. This “Salt Ice 
Challenge,” has sent numer-
ous participants to the hospital 
with second and even third 
degree burns. So why are these 
challenges so popular among 
teens? Is it so they can get a 
lot of likes and comments on 
Instagram, views on YouTube, 
or to impress their friends? The 
world may never know, but in 
my opinion, it is because teens 
are too naïve or sometimes 
unaware of the consequences 
of these challenges. Look at 
the most recent challenge, for 
example, the “In My Feelings 
Challenge” where someone 
hops out of a moving car while 
dancing to the song “In My 
Feelings” by popular rap art-
ist, Drake. Though the videos 
posted, even by celebrities, 
look like fun and games, this 
challenge has led participants to 
be hit by passing cars and even 
critically injured. So are these 
“challenges” really worth being 
critically injured? You tell me, 
but in my opinion, it is time for 
teens to come to reality and re-
alize the consequences of these 
“challenges.”

If you play this song or movie on New Year’s or 
Christmas Eve...

If you start “Drummer Boy” (feat. Busta Rhymes) by Justin Bieber at 11:59:09 on Christ-
mas Eve, at midnight, Justin Bieber will start rapping, and it will be Christmas. (Railey 
Marshall) 
 
If you play “quarter life crisis” by Harry Hudson at 11:57:51 on December 31, you’ll hear 
“say watcha say, we ain’t got no time” at midnight. (Chloe St. John) 
 
If you play “It’s the Start of Something New” at 11:59:06, then “this could be the start of 
something new” will come on at exactly midnight. (Grace Johnson) 

 
If you start “Sicko Mode” by Travis Scott at 11:58:03, the beat will change to what 
sounds like a completely different song at midnight. (Nicholas Johnson) 
 
If you play the first “High School Musical” movie at 11:53:24, you’ll be able to ring in 
the New Year just like them. (David Roberts) 

 
If you play “Gucci Gang” by Lil Pump at exactly 11:57:57, the song will end at midnight 
and can be left in 2018 forever. (Zane Estes) 
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